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Ocean City

Floodplain ïGeorges Creek, 

Westernport , Maryland

From the Mountains to the Coast
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Levees from New Orleans to Prince 

George County

New Orleans Levee System

Anacostia  Levee System
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Annual Probability of 

Exceedance

The Probability of an Event being 

exceeded in one year.

Prob [Exceedance] = 1%

There is a One Percent Chance that 

this event will occur in any one year
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Percentile

ÅA percentile is the value of a variable 

below which a certain percent of 

observations fall.  So the 99 percentile 

is the value (or score) below which 99 

percent of the observations may be 

found.  

Percentile = 1 ïProb [Exceed]

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percentage
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Return Period

Return Period, TR, is Defined as:
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Typical Design Standards in 

Engineering Practice

Type Design Standard

Stormwater Facilities 2 to 5 year 

Culverts 10 to 50 year

Bridges 25 to 100 year

Floodplain Insurance 100 year

Levees 100 year

Dams 100 year to PMP


